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Description of exercise 

You are working for a member of the European Parliament, and your boss has just received two 

invitations to take part in panel discussions in Brussels. Unfortunately, both are scheduled for the 

same day. Your boss asks you to review the invitations and to recommend the one most likely to 

benefit her in terms of stakeholder dialogue. Please read both invitations. Which one do you 

recommend? What aspects of the invitations do you find convincing? What aspects could be 

improved? 

 

 

 

Invitation 1: 

 

The annual conference of the European Research Network for Environmental and Climate Economics 

(ERNECE) will take place in Brussels on 4 June 2026. Founded in 2006 by Prof. Lena Hartmann, Prof. 

Marek Wiśniewski, Prof. Ingrid Solberg, and Prof. Daan van der Berg, ERNECE has developed into the 

most influential research network on environmental and climate economics in Europe. Our members 

played a key role in the Rotterdam Debate of the 2010s, which had a significant impact on the 

advancement of our field. We look forward to celebrating our 20th anniversary in Brussels. 

Many of the most widely cited economists will be speaking at our two-day conference. This year's 

program focuses on carbon pricing mechanisms, the potential and limitations of ETS, and the Fit for 

55 package, as well as IAMs, SCC, CBAM, the impact of ESG criteria on SMEs, and the opportunities 

presented by the ISSB framework. We are particularly pleased to welcome Prof. Dr. Ana Silva (KTI 

Lisbon) as this year's keynote speaker. Her talk will address the topic "The Evolving Role of 

Environmental Valuation in Public Policy." Major academic publishing houses will have booths at the 

conference, and we are also proud to announce that the long-awaited RQ Database will be presented 

publicly for the first time, featuring datasets not currently available to the research community. 

We cordially invite you to join our panel discussion “Who Pays for the Costs of Externalities in 

Contexts of Asymmetric Actor Distributions?” This will take place at the Economics Research Institute 

in Vilvoorde on 4 June, from 12:00 to 14:00. Fellow panelists include Prof. Claire Fontaine (UdN, 

Editor of Environmental Economics Quarterly), Prof. Giulia Marchetti (HIF, recipient of the Paul Acker 

Medal), and Prof. James Whitfield (UCA, ERC Consolidator Grant 2024). 

We look forward to welcoming you at our conference. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Invitation 2:  

Dear Mr XXX, 

For several years, you have argued in various interviews and plenary debates that EU data protection 

regulations hamper the development of innovative companies in Europe. (Alternate version: For 

several years, you have argued in various interviews and plenary debates that EU data protection 

regulations protect companies rather than the privacy of consumers.) We cordially invite you to join 

our panel on data protection at the annual conference of the European Civil Rights Research 

Association in Brussels. 

Title: Can Data Protection and Innovative Business Models Be Reconciled in the EU? 

Organizer: European Civil Rights Research Association 

Date: 4 June 2026, 18:00–19:30 (media interviews and a drinks reception to follow) 

Location: Policy Event Centre Brussels, Place du Luxembourg 12, 1050 Ixelles 

Panelists: 

• Prof. Dr. Anna Schneider (Head of Marketing Research, Mosel University, Germany; member 

of the OECD Expert Panel on Data Protection and Business Innovation) 

• Sophie Durant (Spokesperson, European Start-Up Association) 

• Marcel Visser (Director, Network of Human Rights Organizations in Europe) 

Moderator: Maxime Andrei (Head of the Association of Journalists in Brussels) 

Audience: We expect between 150 and 200 participants from human rights organizations, business 

associations, and research institutions. The panel discussion will be live-streamed across major social 

media channels. National and regional media have regularly covered our publications and events, 

and journalists will have the opportunity to interview panelists following the discussion. 

Please find enclosed our event brochure for further information. 

We will be happy to answer any questions you may have. 

 


